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a certain age. Compel payment of wages In
money. Regulate the number of dwellings
according to the population of parishes. Estab-
lish tribunals of arbitration in counties for ques-
tions between labour and land. If our unions-
were like the guilds, which created the City of
London, I should not fear them. But the soul
is not there.53

In 1874 he made a speech at Leeds on the
Dignity and Rights of Labour. In the concluding
passages he said :

" I have endeavoured to draw out before you
what is the dignity of labour. It is the law of our
state, the law of our development and perfection,
the source of invention, the power of creation and
the cause of manifold capital in money and in
skill. And as to its rights, I have shown that it is
true property, true capital; that it has a primary
right of freedom, a right to protect itself, and a
claim upon the law of the land to protect it. I
will only add that there can be nothing in a
working man undignified unless he himself is the
cause of it. Forgive me if I use a very common
proverb and if I make another like it: e An idle
man is the devil's playfellow 5 ; and c An in-
temperate man is the devil's slave.* As to the
rights, I know nothing that can ever limit the
rights of a working man excepting his committing